Thunbergs of t 
their bit to fie 


Angela Saurine1 


hen devastating 

bushfires swept 

across Austra- 

lia’s east coast 
in the summer of 2019/20, 
Owen Magee felt compelled 
to act. 

The student from Cran- 
brook School in Bellevue 
Hill had attended his first 
climate strike a few months 
earlier, and was inspired to 
see so many young people 
come together to stand up 
for their future. So that sum- 
mer he became an organiser 
for School Strike 4 Climate 
Australia, rallying students 
to attend future events. The 
most recent was in March, 
when 3000 Sydneysiders 
joined in the Global Climate 
Strike — one of more than 700 
events worldwide. 

“Climate change is one of 
the most serious issues that 
is facing young people across 
the world, and it is essential 
that young people present a 
message to the government 
and corporations stressing 
the importance of it,” Owen 
says. “We can’t continue 
down our current path of 
emitting large volumes of 
carbon emissions if we are to 
have a safe and sustainable 
future.” 

Owen, who is in year 11, is 
one of a network of about 20 
students from across Syd- 
ney who help organise the 
strikes through social media 
platforms such as Insta- 
gram, Facebook and Slack. 
He works in communica- 
tions and outreach, emailing 
students from other schools 
to urge them to get involved 
and writing media pitches, 
alerts and press releases to 
gain coverage of the strikes. 

The organisation has also 
received support from un- 
ions and environmental 
groups, including the Aus- 
tralian Conservation Foun- 
dation and Greenpeace, 
through talking to local rep- 
resentatives at community 
meetings. 
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Download the new 
Woollahra Council App 


Your free, fast and easy 
way to request a service 
anytime, anywhere. 


Read local breaking news 
as it happens. 
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